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self-sacrificing devotion to their own country's cause. So even
beyond the Peloponnese the Spartans were respected as well
as feared; and happily, when it came to the test, they were
found ready to use their supremacy for more worthy ends than
selfish aggrandizement. At a moment of awful peril, when the
whole country was threatened by a barbarian invader, they came
forward as champions of the Greek national cause.
In 480 b.c. Xerxes, King of Persia, led an enormous expedi-
tion into Greece with intent to add the country to his already
vast domains.
All the country north of the Isthmus was overrun. Then
two decisive battles were fought. First, in the Straits of Salamis
the ships of the Greeks, and especially of the Athenians, utterly
defeated the great Persian fleet. Xerxes fled for home; but he
left a land-army to complete the subjugation of the northern
half of the peninsula. In 479 a Greek host, led by the Spartans,
overwhelmed this army at Plataea in Boeotia. It was an amazing
triumph, for Persia was the strongest power in the world. The
Greeks were uplifted by a new sense of their national greatness.
They realized more than ever before the true value of liberty.
The prestige of Sparta had never stood so high.
IV
THE RISE OF ATHENS
while the Spartans were making good their domination of the
Peloponnese, Athens had been striking out along different lines.
At first she was a purely agricultural state, poor and insignificant.
Then during the sixth century b.c. industries had been started,
especially the manufacture of pottery for export. Foreign
traders had come to settle. A promising trade had been begun;
and shortly before the Persian invasion the discovery of rich
silver ore in south-east Attica had been utilized to build the

